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| French Dr ning, 
. fect but the haſtning on of Da had been long Ye. 1 
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-after, and executed in a manner ſo terrible and fo | 


- | } N 


{olv'd upon, namely, by open Force to compats our # 
- Rum. ' Lb "0 


This was effeually brought about ſome Months 6 


outragious, that, as we ſaid in the Beginning, there 


are few in Eur pe, how diſtant ſoever from the 
Noiſe of the publick Occurrences, who have not . 
heard the Report of it; but 'ris certain the Circum- 
ſtances are not known to all, and therefore we ſliall 


give an Account of them in few Words, were it 
but to ſtop or filenct the Impudence of ſuch wbo 


are not aſhamed to publiſh, that'no Violences have 4 
been committed in France, and that all the Con- 


verſions there have been made with free and full 
Conſent. They . forthwith took the Method of i 

quartering Soldiers in all the Provinces, almoſt at 8 
one and the ſame Time, which were chiefly Dragoons, i 
that are generally the baſeſt Troops of the King- 
dom, and Fellows that will ſtick at nothing. Ter- 
ror and Dread march d before them; and, as it was 


concerted, all France was in an inſtant filled with 


this News, that the King would no longer ſuffer 


any Huguenots in his Kingdom ; and that they muſt 


* reſolve to change their Religion, nothing being able 


to prevent it. 


7 


They began with the Province of Pearn, where 


the Drapoons did their firſt Executions, which were 
*. Dlowe? 


ſoon after in the higher and lower Gui- 
eme, Xaintonge, Aunix, Poitou, the upp! Langue- 
doc, Vivarets, and Dauphine, after which they came 


to the Lioneois, the Cevennes, the lower Languedoc, 


Provence, the Vallees, and the Country of Gex 
afterwards they fell on the reſt of the Kingdom, 
' Normaydy, Burgundy, the Nivernois and Berry 5 


the 
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„ Popiſt Perſecution, | I | 
bur Ide Countries alſo of Orleans, Nuruine, Anjon, 
+ ritany, Champagne, © Picardy, and the Ie of - 
1 ance, even extending to Paris itlelf, which hav 
ſo ll undergone the fame Fate. The firit Thing the 
© intendants were order'd to do, was to ſummon the 
Mities and Commonalties. They aflembled the In- 
ot Mhabitants thereof, who profeſſed the Reformed Re- | 
igion, and told them, twas the King's Pleaſure - "2 
ey ſhould without Delay turn Catholicks, which i 
Pit they would-not do freely, they ſhould be made 
s do it by Force. The poor People, ſurpriſed 
3F with ſuch a Declaration, made Anſwer, T hey were 
ready to ſacrifice their Eſtates and Lives to the King; 
but their Conſcrences being God's, they could not in 
' 7} rhat manner diſpoſe of them. *. 3 
I bere needed no more to make them immediately 
bring the Dragoons, which were not far off. The 
Troops immediately ſeized on the Avenaes and : 
Gates of the Cities; they placed Guards in all tage 
Paſſages, and often enter d with Sword in Hand r 
crying, Die, or be Catholicks : Tliey wete quartered 
at Dilcretion on the Reformed, with a ſtrict Charge, 
that none ſhould depart out of their Houſes, nor 
conceal any of their Goods or Effects on great Penal- 
ties; yea, even on the Catholicks that ſhould either 
receive or aſſiſt them in any Manner. They began 
with conſuming all the Proviſions the Houſe afford. =; 
ed, and gutting them of all their Money, Rings, x 
and Jewels; and in fine, bleeding them of what- _ 
ſioever was moſt valuable. After this they diſtrain- 
ge the Houſhold-Goods, inviting not oily the Ca- 
tholicks of the Place, but alſo thoſe of the neigh- 
bouring Cities and Towns, to come and buy the faid 
Goods, and other Things that would yield Money. 
Afterwards they fell on their Perſons ; and there 
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of their Reaſon, they were made to ſay they would 
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was no Wickedneſs or Horror which they did. not 
| * in Practice, to force them to change their Re- ] 


ion. | 

| Smidt a Thouſand hideous Lamentations and 
\ horrid Blaſphemies, they hung Men and Women by 
the Hair of the Head, or the Feet, to the Roofs of WR 
the Chamber, or to the Racks in the Chimneys, and 
there ſmok d them with Wiſps of wet Hay, till 
2 ey were no longer able to bear it; and when they 
them down, if they would not fign, they hung 

up immediately again. They Suck'd off the 
their Heads and Beards with Pincers, till i 
left none remaining. | 1 
threw them on great Fires kindled on pur- 
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poſe, and pull'd them not out till they were half 
roaſted. tied Ropes under their Arms, and 
plunged them again and again in Wells, from whence a 
they would not take them up, till they had promiſed 
to renounce their Religion. They bound them as 

they do Criminals put to Se Queſtion ; aud in this 
Poſture, with a Funnel, they poured Wine down 
their Throats, till, the Fumes of it depriving them 
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conſent to be Catholicks. They ſtript them naked, 
and, after having offered them a thouſand infamous 
Indignities, they ſtuck them with Pins from Top 
to Bottom, They lanc'd them with Pen- Knives; 
and ſometimes with red hot Pincers took them b 
the Noſe, and fo dragg'd them abqut the Room ll 
they promiſed to turn Catholicks, or till the Cries, 
of thoſe pooe Wretches, that in this Condition called 
on God for Aſſiſtance, conſtrained them ta let them 
They baſtinadoed them moſt cruelly, and then 
d them thus bruiſed to the Churches, where 

ed Appearance of theirs was e 2p 


45 
this 


i | would change. - 
that they have tied Fathers and Husbands to the / 
XF Bcd-poſts, while before their Eyes they raviſhed their 


or Popifh b Perſe ecution.. 3 

n ration; they _ aff — lleeping ſeven or 
t Days together, by relieving one another, that 
= might watch them Night and Day, and keep 
them ſtil] waking: They ſometimes threw Buckets 
of Water on their Faces; they tormented them a 


thouſand Ways, and' held over their Heads Kettles 
turned downwards, whereon they made a continual 
Dinn, till theſe poor Creatures had even loſt their 


1 Senſes. If at any Time they found any fick Per- 
# with Feavers or other Diſeaſes, they had the Cruelty 


1 to 8 a Number of Drums, to beat an Alarm 


em for whole Weeks together, without a 
42 3 till 4 ſhould give their Word th 
| as in ſome Places hap 


4 Wives and Daughters, without Ln ur brought 
to condign Puniſhment for it. They yoo ckt off the 
Nails from the Hands and Toes of ſome, which 


was not to be endured without intolerable Torment. 


They blew both Men and Women up with Bcllows, 
even till they were ready to burſt, 
= If, after ch 

chat refuſed to turn, they impriſoned them; and for 
= this choſe Dungeons the moſt dark and noiſom, in 
$ which they exerciſed on them all Sorts of Inhu- 
manity. In the mean Time they demoliſhed their 
Houles, defolated their Lands, cut down their 
Woods, and ſeized their Wives and Children, to 


impriton them in Monaſteries. When the Soldier 


ſons, either Men or Women, that kept their Beds 


eſe horrid Viages, there were yet any | 
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had devoured and conſumed all that was in an 


Houſe, the Royal Farmers furniſhed them with 
Subſiſtence, and, to reimburſe themſelves, ſold by 
0 of Juſtice the Eſtates of ſuch Gentlemen 
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French Drazooning," , 
and put themſelves in Poſſeſſion thereof. If fome 
to ſecure their Conſciences, and eſcape the Tyranny 

of. theſe mercileſs Men, endeavoured to fave them- Ml 
ſelves by Flight, they were purſued and hunted in 
che Fields and Woods, and ſhot at like wild Beaſts, 
In order to which, the Provoſts patrolled upon the WR 
Highways, and the Magiſtrates of Towns had or- 
ders to ſtop all them without Exception, and, bring- 
ing them back to the Places tram whence they fled, 3 
they uſed them like Pritoners of War. 1 
But we muſt not fancy that this Storm fell only on iſ 
the common Sort; Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
| beſt Quality were not exempred from it. They had 
Soldiers quartered upon them in the fame Manner, 
and were treated with the very fame Fury, as Citizens 8 
and Peaſants were. They plundered their Houſes, 
waſted their Goods, raſed their Caſtles, cut down WM 
their Woods, forced away their Children, and their 
very Perſons were expoſed to the Inſolence and Bar- 
barity of the Dragoons, no Jeſs than others. They 
| neither Sex, Age nor Quality; wherever they 
nd any Unwillingneſs to obey the Command of WF: 
changing their Religion, they practiſed the ſame 
VPoiolences. There were ſtill remaining ſome Offi- 
cets, belonging to the Parliaments, who underwent ‚ 
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the ſame Fate, after having been firft deprived of 
 .. their Offices; nay, even mulitary-Officers, who 
were actually in * were ordered to quit their 
Poſts and Quarters, and repair immediately to their 
Houſes, there to ſuffer the like Storm, if to. avoid : 
it they wauld not become Catholicks. Many Gentle- i ” 
men and ather Perſons of Quality, and many Ladies / 
of a t Age, and of antient Families, ſeeing all þ 
—— hoped to find ſome Retreat in Paris, 


7 
or at Court ; never imagining the Dragoons would We 
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or P Perſecmtion. 7 

come to ſeek r Po ſo near the King's Preſence. 

But this 2 was no leis vain than all the reſt; ſor 
immediately there was a Decree of Council, which 
commanded them to leave Paris and the Court wih | 
in few Days, and to return without Delay to their 
& own Honſes, with a Prohibition to all Perles to 

entertain or lodge them in their Houſes. Some 
having attempted to petition the King, an omg + 
Do theſe cruel Uſages, and humbly beſceching his 
AMNajeſty to ſtop the Courſe of them, could 'obtam- 
. no other Anſwer but that of being ſent” to the 
han where they ſuffered the tame Perſecutiona. 


* IT is here to be remarked, That not ouly the 
„ | Commanders and military Officers, but - alſo the 
Hitendants and Biſhops, with a-Troop of Monks and 
other Eccleſiaſticks, went at the Head of theſe in- 
erna Legions, to animate the Soldiers to exerute 
; Weir Orders, ſo agreeable. to the Church, and Jo 
bg to God and his Majeſty ! 
Nor muſt it be forgot, that as faſt as the Trows | 

| | -avaged in this Aw the Provinces, ſpreading 
1 Terror and Deſolation 8 Orders were 
ent to all the Frontiers and &a. port Towns, ftrifdly 
to guard the Paſſes, and ſtop all ſuch as ſought to 
Is £/cape out of the Kingdom; ſo that there was hardly 
am e o eſe Poor Wretches to ſave themſelves 
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i 9 the Perſecution was carried to that Height, 
that ſeveral of the neighbouring States were required 
not to harbour any Refugees, and even to ſend back AY 
ſuch as they had 8 received. 
J crown all, and to make this helliſh Work of 


8 Porjecution highly meritorious, the Edict of Nantes 
as revoked and repeated. | 
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; 2 Drazean 
_—_— . he 1 F this * F2 lah 
e the Proteſtants, Aberdeen vil, rere ta 
aua 5 the ſolemnly granted and ſecured 5 
tus Grandfather, contra by bis own Father, and 
e ratified by e or his Acceſſion to ihe 
r T br ONE. S 
5 2 «Thus I have ſet before you 4 lively Sample of + 
8 the Horrors and Miſeries, which\a Preteſtant People 
ma exper# from a Popiſh arbitrary King, whom 
„ the pegs folemn Promiſes and Laws cannot bind! 
NWD, Ler all Britiſh Proteſtants be awakned 10: 
conſider the Danger of a Popijp Pretender ere it be tao. 
ate, and do their utmoſt to defeat his preſent Atrempt. 
EZet us humble ourſchves before the Jord for our 
manifold Sins, the procuring Cauſe" of our preſent 
ART: ments; and let us turn to him with all our 
arts, and pray that he would rebuke theſs SONS 
5 *QF' VIOLENCE that are riſen up againſt us, and 
effetually check their Carreer, convince them of their + 
HWickedneſs and Madneſs, and give them Repentance, 
that they may lay down he hes, 9k of their Re- 
. belleon, and bit 77 prevent the 9 
icon of Britiſh Goc by Ben kt 2" 
et us pray that God would long preſerve our only 
rightful and lawful Proteſtant Sovereign King 
. George, wider whoſe peaceable and mild Govermate 
oy all that is eluate and dear to us, and are 
Dy oy 


the Fears of Britin Ty and French. 
% l 
and: that he 4would give yel, Courage and | 
Cunduct to his Generals, Officers and Soldiers, and 
cu them ꝛuiuh Vitory, if fight we muſt! © 
5 Come let us all; join to pull Popery down; 
NT Oe TN ed Neenah the Coowny 4 
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